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Nonfarm jobs down 8,100 over the month and 142,700 over the year
The unemployment rate in Orange County was 7.4 percent in December 2020, up from a revised 6.4 percent in November 2020, and above the year-ago estimate of 2.4 percent.  This compares with an unadjusted unemployment rate of 8.8 percent for California and 6.5 percent for the nation during the same period.    

Between November 2020 and December 2020, total nonfarm employment decreased from 1,561,100 to 1,553,000, a decline of 8,100 jobs.

· Leisure and hospitality had the largest decrease of any sector with a loss of 14,300 jobs. Accommodation and food services declined by 8,100 jobs, accounting for 57 percent of the loss. Arts, entertainment, and recreation dropped by 6,200 jobs.
· Employment declined in two other sectors. Other services decreased by 2,700 jobs over the month. Government dropped by 300 jobs with all the decline in local government (down 500 jobs) which was offset by increases in state and federal government (up 100 jobs each).
· The largest month-over increase was in trade, transportation and utilities (up 4,200 jobs). Wholesale trade gained 1,800 jobs, retail trade added 1,500 jobs and transportation, warehousing and utilities expanded by 900 jobs.
· Six other industry sectors grew, and mining and logging remained unchanged.
Between December 2019 and December 2020, total nonfarm employment decreased by 142,700 jobs, or 8.4 percent.  
· Nine of the eleven sectors experienced payroll reductions. Five of those sectors declined by more than five percent; three of which declined by more than 15 percent. 

· The largest decline was in leisure and hospitality (down 60,100 jobs). Seventy-five percent of the decrease was in accommodation and food services (down 44,900 jobs). Professional and business services dropped by 15,800 jobs with 72 percent of the decline in administrative, and support and waste services (down 11,400 jobs), which includes temporary help firms.
· Construction was the only sector to have year-over growth, adding 1,900 jobs. All the increase was in specialty trade contractors (up 2,500 jobs) which was counterbalanced by a decline of 600 jobs in heavy and civil engineering construction. Construction of buildings remained unchanged. 
· Mining and logging did not have any employment changes over the year.
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