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Nonfarm jobs up 9,500 over the month and 93,900 over the year
The unemployment rate in Orange County was 4.1 percent in November 2021, down from a revised 4.7 percent in October 2021, and below the year-ago estimate of 6.6 percent.  This compares with an unadjusted unemployment rate of 5.4 percent for California and 3.9 percent for the nation during the same period.     
Between October 2021 and November 2021, total nonfarm employment grew from 1,616,800 to 1,626,300, an increase of 9,500 jobs.

· Trade, transportation, and utilities added 4,500 jobs, the largest increase of any sector, accounting for 47 percent of the total month-over increase in nonfarm employment. Ninety-one percent of the growth was in retail trade (up 4,100 jobs). The remaining job gains were in transportation, warehousing, and utilities (up 1,200 jobs) with wholesale trade declining by 800 jobs.
· Four other sectors gained employment: government (up 2,700 jobs), professional and business services (up 2,400 jobs), manufacturing (up 1,700 jobs), and educational and health services (up 1,200 jobs). 
· Construction lost 1,600 jobs, leading declines. Two other sectors lost employment: leisure and hospitality (down 1,000 jobs) and other services (down 400 jobs).

· Three sectors remained unchanged: financial activities, mining and logging, and information.
Between November 2020 and November 2021, total nonfarm employment increased by 93,900 jobs, or 6.1 percent.  
· Leisure and hospitality recorded the largest increase of any sector with a gain of 45,600 jobs. Fifty-eight percent of the expansion was in arts, entertainment, and recreation (up 26,600 jobs). The remaining 19,000 jobs were in accommodation and food services.
· Professional and business services had the second largest employment gain over the year (up 20,600 jobs). Professional, scientific, and technical services (up 12,700 jobs) accounted for 62 percent of the increase.
· Seven other sectors expanded, totaling an additional 29,200 jobs.
· Financial activities (down 1,500 jobs), was the only sector to experience year-over declines. Mining and logging had no change.
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